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Charles Haddon Spurgeon (1834-1892) was 
born in Essex, England. He became a Christian 
in 1850 and a year later was the pastor of a small 
Baptist church. In 1854 he was called to the 
pastorate of New Park Street Baptist Chapel 
in Southwark, London. His preaching attracted 
great crowds, so much so that a new building, 
the Metropolitan Tabernacle, was erected. 
During his ministry he built up a congregation 
which numbered about 6,000. As well as being 
a popular preacher, Spurgeon was involved in 
several charitable organisations, including an 
orphanage at Stockwell. Spurgeon also had 
an extensive influence through literature, 
in particular his sermons which appeared in 
pamphlet form weekly. He also wrote The Cheque 
Book of the Bank of Faith, a further compilation 
of devotional readings.
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Morning by Morning

In penning these short reflections upon certain passages 
of Holy Writ, the author has had in view the assistance 
of the private meditation of believers. A child may 
sometimes suggest a consolation which might not 
otherwise have cheered a desolate heart; and even a 
flower, smiling upward from the sod, may turn the 
thoughts heavenward: may we not hope that, by the 
Holy Spirit’s grace, as the reader turns ‘morning by 
morning’ to our simple page, he will hear in it ‘a still 
small voice’ whose speech shall be the message of God 
to his soul? The mind wearies of one thing, and we 
have therefore studied variety, changing our method 
constantly; sometimes exhorting, then soliloquiz-
ing, then conversing; using the first, second, and 
third persons, and speaking both in the singular and 
plural, and all with the desire of avoiding sameness 
and dulness. Our matter also, we venture to hope, is 
wide in its range, and not altogether without a dash 
of freshness; readers of our sermons will recognize 
many thoughts and expressions which they may met 
with in our discourses; but much is, to the author’s 
view at least, new; and, as far as anything can be 
which treats of the common salvation, it is original. 
We have written out of our own heart, and most of 
the portions are remembrances of words which were 
refreshing in our own experience; and, therefore, we 
trust the daily meditations will not be without savour 
to our brethren; in fact, we know they will not, if the 
Spirit of God shall rest upon them.

Our ambition has led us to hope that our little volume 
may also aid the worship of families where God’s altar 
is honoured in the morning. We know that it has been 
the custom in some households to read Mason, Hawker, 
Bogatsky, Smith, or Jay; and without wishing to usurp 
the place of any of these, our Morning by Morning aspires 
to a position among them. Our happiness will overflow 
should we be made a blessing to Christian households. 
Family worship is beyond measure important, both for 
the present and succeeding generations; and to be in part 
a chaplain in the houses of our friends, we shall esteem 
to be a very great honour.
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Evening by Evening

Having had the seal of our Master’s approval set upon 
our former volume, entitled, Morning by Morning, we 
have felt encouraged to give our best attention to the 
present series of brief meditations, and we send them 
forth with importunate prayer for a blessing to rest 
upon every reader. Already, more than twenty thousand 
readers are among our morning fellow-worshippers. 
Oh, that all may receive grace from the Lord by means 
of the portion read; and when a similar number shall 
be gathered to read the evening selection, may the 
Father’s smile be their benison!

We have striven to keep out of the common track; 
and, hence, we have selected unusual texts, and have 
brought forward neglected subjects. The vice of many 
religious works is their dulness. From this fault we 
have striven to be free; our friends must judge how 
far we have succeeded. If we may lead upward one 
heart which otherwise would have drooped, or sow 
in a single mind a holy purpose which else had never 
been conceived, we shall be grateful. The Lord send 
us such results in thousands of instances, and His shall 
be the praise! The longer we live, the more deeply 
are we conscious that the Holy Spirit alone can make 
truth profitable to the heart; and, therefore, in earnest 
prayer, we commit this volume and its companion 
to His care.
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January
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January 1 Morning
‘They did eat of the fruit 

of the land of Canaan that year’ 
Joshua 5:12

Israel’s weary wanderings were all over, and the 
promised rest was attained. No more moving tents, 
fiery serpents, fierce Amalekites, and howling wild-
ernesses: they came to the land which flowed with 
milk and honey, and they ate the old corn of the land. 
Perhaps this year, beloved Christian reader, this may be 
thy case or mine. Joyful is the prospect, and if faith be 
in active exercise, it will yield unalloyed delight. To be 
with Jesus in the rest which remaineth for the people 
of God, is a cheering hope indeed, and to expect this 
glory so soon is a double bliss. Unbelief shudders at 
the Jordan which still rolls between us and the goodly 
land, but let us rest assured that we have already expe-
rienced more ills than death at its worst can cause us. 
Let us banish every fearful thought, and rejoice with 
exceeding great joy, in the prospect that this year we 
shall begin to be ‘for ever with the Lord’.

A part of the host will this year tarry on earth, 
to do service for their Lord. If this should fall to our 
lot, there is no reason why the New-year’s text should 
not still be true. ‘We who have believed do enter into 
rest.’ The Holy Spirit is the earnest of our inheritance; 
He gives us ‘glory begun below’. In heaven they are 
secure, and so are we preserved in Christ Jesus; there 
they triumph over their enemies, and we have victories 
too. Celestial spirits enjoy communion with their Lord, 
and this is not denied to us; they rest in His love, and 
we have perfect peace in Him: they hymn His praise, 
and it is our privilege to bless Him too. We will this 
year gather celestial fruits on earthly ground, where 
faith and hope have made the desert like the garden 
of the Lord. Man did eat angels’ food of old, and why 
not now? O for grace to feed on Jesus, and so to eat 
of the fruit of the land of Canaan this year!
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January 1 Evening
‘We will be glad and rejoice in Thee’ 

Song of Solomon 1:4

We will be glad and rejoice in Thee. We will not open 
the gates of the year to the dolorous notes of the 
sackbut, but to the sweet strains of the harp of joy, and 
the high sounding cymbals of gladness. ‘O come, let 
us sing unto the Lord: let us make a joyful noise unto 
the rock of our salvation.’ WE, the called and faithful 
and chosen, we will drive away our griefs, and set up 
our banners of confidence in the name of God. Let 
others lament over their troubles, we who have the 
sweetening tree to cast into Marah’s bitter pool, with 
joy will magnify the Lord. Eternal Spirit, our effectual 
Comforter, we who are the temples in which Thou 
dwellest, will never cease from adoring and blessing 
the name of Jesus. We WILL, we are resolved about it, 
Jesus must have the crown of our heart’s delight; we 
will not dishonour our Bridegroom by mourning in 
His presence. We are ordained to be the minstrels of 
the skies, let us rehearse our everlasting anthem before 
we sing it in the halls of the New Jerusalem. We will 
BE GLAD AND REJOICE; two words with one sense, 
double joy, blessedness upon blessedness. Need there 
be any limit to our rejoicing in the Lord even now? 
Do not men of grace find their Lord to be camphire 
and spikenard, calamus and cinnamon even now, and 
what better fragrance have they in heaven itself? We 
will be glad and rejoice in THEE. That last word is the 
meat in the dish, the kernel of the nut, the soul of the 
text. What heavens are laid up in Jesus! What rivers 
of infinite bliss have their source, ay, and every drop 
of their fulness in Him! Since, O sweet Lord Jesus, 
Thou art the present portion of Thy people, favour us 
this year with such a sense of Thy preciousness, that 
from its first to its last day we may be glad and rejoice 
in Thee. Let January open with joy in the Lord, and 
December close with gladness in Jesus! 
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